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To him the moral autonomy of the individual also implies
the moral autonomy of the group. Gandhiji's own life illustrates
the principle. His inner voice, the intuitive insight of one of
the noblest souls of all times, was his "mentor and monitor"
from the early age of fifteen, revealing to him his path from
day to day. In his long career as a satyagrahi leader, though he
often yielded to public opinion in non-vital matters, in regard
to his cardinal principles he was always against a compromise.
At the same time he believed that groups have as much right
to experiment with truth and to err as the individual.18

Thus Gandhiji's ideal rules out a weak, cringing, oppor-
tunist leader who pawns his conscience to retain his leader-
ship and follows instead of leading. In case of a conflict between
his basic principles and the opinion of his followers, the clear
duty of the satyagrahi leader is to be true to the dictates of his
conscience and to leave the group free to determine its own
path.

So far as loyalty of the followers is concerned, Gandhiji
is much in advance of the democratic practice as prevalent in
the West. He is against the leader being followed blindly out
of love and demands obedience based on deep conviction.19 That
is why in 1934, when he felt that the Congress intelligentsia,
though loyal and devoted to him, did not see eye to eye with
him on vital principles, he withdrew from the Congress so that
he might not act as a dead-weight upon the organization, pre-
venting its natural growth and the free play of reason among
its members.20

Again, according to Gandhiji, the satyagrahi leader, even
though he has the backing of a clear majority, should not dis-
regard any strongly felt opinion of a minority; for such disregard
based on mere numerical strength savours of violence.21

18 This is how Gilbert Murray describes the non-violent character of
GandhijTs leadership,  ". . .he utters no dogma, no conmiand3 only an
appeal, he calls to our spirits, he shows what he holds to be truth, but does
not exclude or condemn those who seek the light in some other way." S.
Radhakrishnan  (ed.),  Makatma Gandhi, pp.   197-98.
19 Speeches, p. 608.
20 See his statement, dated Sept. 17, 1934, reproduced in History of the
Congress, pp.  922-32.
21 r. /., ii, p. 212.   .